
Dear Parents, 
Blessings and God's peace be with you during this 

holiday season! As we reflect on the meaning of 

Christmas and the visit of the 3 Kings for the Feast of 

the Epiphany, I share with you a homily by Pope 

Francis about the journey of faith and how this can 

apply to each of our lives.  Faith is also the virtue we 

highlight in school for the month of January.  "The 

Magi travel towards Bethlehem. Their pilgrimage 

speaks also to us, who are called to journey towards 

Jesus, for he is the North Star that lights up the sky of 

life and guides our steps towards true joy.  Yet where 

did the Magi’s pilgrimage to encounter Jesus 

begin?  What made these men of the East set out on 

their journey? They had excellent reasons not to 

depart. They were wise men and astrologers, famous 

and wealthy. Having attained sufficient cultural, social 

and economic security, they could have remained 

content with what they already knew and 

possessed. Instead, they let themselves be unsettled by a 

question and by a sign: “Where is he who has been born 

king of the Jews?  For we have seen his star…” 

(Mt 2:2).  They did not allow their hearts to retreat into 

the caves of gloom and apathy; they longed to see the 

light. They were not content to plod through life, but 

yearned for new and greater horizons. Their eyes were 

not fixed here below; they were windows open to the 

heavens... They were seekers after God... Where did it 

originate, this spirit of healthy restlessness that led them 

to set out on their journey? It was born of desire. That 

was their secret: the capacity to desire. Let us think 

about this. To desire means to fuel the fire that burns 

within us; it drives us to look beyond what is immediate 

and visible. To desire means embracing life as a mystery 

that surpasses us, as an ever-present cranny in the wall 

that beckons us to look into the distance, since life is not 

just our here and now, but something much greater. ... 

Brothers and sisters, as it was for the Magi, so it is for 

us. The journey of life and faith demands a deep desire 

and inner zeal. Sometimes we live in a spirit of a 

“parking lot”; we stay parked, without the impulse of 

desire that carries us forward. We do well to ask: 

Where are we on our journey of faith? How is the journey 

of my faith going?... Today is the day we should return 

to nurturing our desire. How do we do this? Let us go to 

the Magi and learn from their “school of desire.” They 

will teach us in their school of desire. Let us look at the 

steps they took, and draw some lessons from them... In 

the first place, they set out at the rising of the star. The 

Magi teach us that we need to set out anew each day, in 

life as in faith, for faith is not a suit of armor that 

encases us; instead, it is a fascinating journey, a 

constant and restless movement, ever in search of God, 

always discerning our way forward. Then, in Jerusalem 

the Magi ask questions: they inquire where the Child is 

to be found.  They teach us that we need to question. We 

need to listen carefully to the questions of our heart and 

our conscience, for it is there that God often speaks to 

us. He addresses us more with questions than with 

answers.  Yet let us also be unsettled by the questions of 

our children, and by the doubts, hopes and desires of 

the men and women of our time. We need to  
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 IHM Junior Companions 

We look forward to another year of a group of our 

5th through 8th grade students learning about our 

IHM charism and growing in their spiritual 

journey.  Sister Margaret will meet monthly with 

these students as they journey in their faith:  
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STEM Scouts 

We are so grateful to Mrs. Kris Kerchner and 

Mrs. Jones who have formed a group of students 

who meet weekly to learn specific scientific topics 

and do STEM experiments. Students in grades 3 

through 5 were invited and the members are:  
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entertain questions... As restless seekers, let us remain open to 

God’s surprises. Let us dream, let us seek and let us adore." 

Honor Roll 

We congratulate our students who received 1st or 2nd 

Honors on their first Report Card: 
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